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You’re Invited! Church Events 

Faith  
news 

 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | 

FIRST UMC |  
MAY 2026  

• May 4 Ruth Circle 1:30 

• May 6 Youth Group 6:30 

• May 7 Rachel Circle 1:30 

• May 8-15 Pastor Rachel 

out of the office 

• May 10 Mother’s Day  

• May 21 Sewing 9:30 

• May 25 Memorial Day; 

office closed 

• May 27-30 Great Plains 

Annual Conference 

@Kearney  

• May 28 UWF 1:30 

 

If you have a birthday or anniversary in 

the month of May, come receive a special 

blessing from Pastor Rachel and the 

congregation on May 10 at 9:00!  

We want to celebrate you!  
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May 2026 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
 
 

 
Mark Miller 

2 

3 
WR Worship 
9:00; Shelton 
10:30 
 
 

 

4 
Ruth Circle 
1:30 
 
 
 
Gary Camp 

 

5 6 
Bible Study 
9:30 
Youth Group 
6:30 
 
Brandon 
Thompson 

7 
Rachel Circle 
1:30 
 
 
 
Haley Redding 

8 
Pastor Rachel 
out of office til 
15th  
 
 
Brad & Sherry 
Desel  

9 
 
 
 
 
 
Marc Howe 

10 
WR Worship 
9:00; Shelton 
10:30 
 
Mother’s Day  
 
 

11 12 13 
Bible Study 
9:30 

14 15 
 
 
 
Macy Heise 
Garrett Reeder 

16 
 
 
 
 
Caleb Paulk 
Brett & Deb 
Baxter 

17 
WR Worship 
9:00; Shelton 
10:30 
 
Kennedy 
Tiarks 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
Dawn Brandt  

19 
 
 
 
 
Layce Smith 
Bryce Sidders 

20 
Bible Study 
9:30 
 
 
 
Annika Reitz  

21 
Sewing 9:30 
 
 
 
 
Cherie Smith  

22 
 
 
 
 
Ron & Esther 
Rickert 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
Shae Hinrichs 

24 
WR Worship 
9:00; Shelton 
10:30 
 
 
Joshua 
Bilslend 

25 
Memorial Day; 
office closed 
 
 
 
AJ Soto  
Bailey Baxter 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary & Ivan 
Bilslend 

27 
Bible Study 
9:30 

28 
UWF 1:30 
 
 
 
Tim Camp  
Julie Hayes 
Knox Arnett 

29 30 
 
 
 
Greg Burnett 
Keith Desel 
Casey & 
Amanda Arndt 

31 
WR Worship 
9:00; Shelton 
10:30 
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Pastor’s Pen  

When we think of mothers, we often think of 

the women who carried us in their wombs and 

gave birth to us. But being a mother means so 

much more than just biology.     The other day, 

I walked into a store and immediately noticed 

the shelves filled with cards, gifts, and 

decorations for that special holiday in May. 

Mother’s Day is just around the corner. What a 

blessing this is, especially for those who still 

have their mothers with them. 

A mother is someone who nurtures, protects, teaches, and loves unconditionally. 

She is a source of strength, wisdom, and compassion. As a Congolese, we often 

see mothers in our mothers’ sisters or friends. In some of our cultures, the term 

“aunts” is barely nonexistent but rather the use of “mothers” is prominent. 

Female caregivers are respectfully called “Maman,” followed by their name. Even 

today, some of my youngest nephews and nieces call me “Maman Rachel” 

because, beyond their biological mother, I can step in when needed to care for 

them. 

As an African woman, it is an honor to be called this and to help foster a sense of 

community, because we believe it takes a whole village to raise a child. Both 

biological and non-biological caregivers are part of this process. When we turn to 

Scripture, we find countless examples of women who played important roles, and 

for me, in my context, they could be described as “mothers in faith.” Examples 

such as Deborah in Judges 4–5 demonstrate leadership and a deep commitment 

to her people. Jael demonstrated courage and decisive action in a time of need. 

These women remind us that motherhood can also be expressed through 

strength and faith. From a religious perspective, many of those who have shaped 

people’s faith, especially in Sunday school, are women. Thanks to them, some 

people stand firm in their faith and are rooted in what they have been taught. 
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On Mother’s Day, we honor not only those who have given birth to children, but 

also those who have played a vital role along this journey: Foster and adoptive 

mothers, mentors, and others whose influence on the lives they have touched is 

immense. And it would be thoughtless not to honor our “United Women in Faith.” 

Through their dedication, service, and constant commitment to the Church and 

our community, they are a true blessing. Through their diverse activities, they 

continue to strengthen the faith in so many lives. To all mothers, however they 

are present in our lives, may we celebrate them with love and appreciation. 

Happy Mother’s Day!           

Pastor Rachel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Disciples: It was a pleasure to see your 
smiling faces and spend some time with all of 
you at the Young Disciples Club. We wrapped up 
our meetings for the season on Sunday, April 26, 
with a painting activity led by Dan Brown from 
Shelton. We know that God is our shepherd and 
that He will guide us throughout the Summer. 
We’ll resume our meetings in the fall. In the 
meantime, don’t forget to sign up for VBS, which 
will take place July 13–16. Melanie Frear and her 
team are planning some great activities. Stay 
tuned! 
 



5 
 

 

United Women in Faith   
  
Renae Graham, President 

UWF was very busy in April with 
preparations for the Annual Ladies Salad Supper on April 22 at 
Babel’s Barn.  Always a highlight of the evening, the Youth were 
servers for the meal and escorts for the young ladies who modeled 
their Winter Ball and Prom dresses.  The program was presented by 
Sharon Rodeman, who is a Certified Ross Painting Instructor.  She 
displayed many of her beautiful paintings with the audience.  We 
thank her for sharing her story and Gift of art with us. 

The District Spring Retreat was held in York on April 16.  Susie 
Powell and Renae Graham attended.  The Mission Study is 
scheduled for June 20 from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  The title of the 
Study is ‘Practicing Hope’.  Registration is required.  Lunch will be 
provided.  Please contact Renae @ 308-379-6399 to register.  Please 
bring your Bible and a notebook. 

The schedule for May:              

Ruth Circle          5/4    1:30 p.m. 

Rachel Circle     5/7     1:30 p.m. 

Sewing Circle    5/21   9:30 a.m. 

UWF Unit mtg    5/28   1:30 p.m. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

April: $6,071 
March: $7,262 
February: $6,567 
 
Average weekly attendance: 40 
 
April Expenses: $8,166 
 

Save the date! 

VBS is scheduled for July 13-16! 

 

**You can register on the church 

website: woodriverumc.org 

May 17 Miracle Sunday  
 
More info will be given during worship time 
the next 3 Sundays or visit the Great Plains 
Conference website at 
greatplainsumc.org/miracle-sunday 
 
 

Giving Report 

For online giving, scan code with 
smartphone. You will need to 

create an account and be approved 
if it’s your first time using. 



7 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Giving Report  


