
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith  
news 

You are invited!  

If you have a birthday or anniversary in the month 
of August, join us on August 9th at 9:00 to receive a 

special blessing from Pastor Rachel and the 
congregation! We want to celebrate you! 
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Church Events 
• Aug 3 Ruth Circle 1:30 

• Aug 6 Rachel Circle 1:30 

• Aug 10 Ad Council 7:00 

• Aug 11 Blood Mobile at 

WR Comm Center 12-6 

• Aug 16 Blessing of the 

Backpacks!  

• Aug 20 Sewing  

• Aug 27 UWF 1:30  



 

 
 
 

August 2026  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
 
 
 
Judd & Shelby Allan  
Travis Doane 
Karen Codner 
Sylvia McTavish 

2 
WR Worship 9:00 
Shelton 10:30 
 
 

 

3 
Ruth Circle 1:30 
 
 
Josie Haahr 
Rod Tiarks 
Dustin Reeder 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
William Arndt 

5 
Bible Study 9:30 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Apfel 
Brenda Anderson 

6 
Rachel Circle 1:30 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
Ron Rauert  

8 
 
 
 
 
 
Tyson McLamb 
Seth McLamb 

9 
WR Worship 9:00 
Shelton 10:30 
 
John & Joyce 
Willoughby 
Boyd Gartner 
Kyle Desel 
Marvin & Jane Rickert 

10 
Ad Council 7:00 

 
 
Curtis & Deb 
Rohrich  
Gary & Patty Camp 

11 
 
Blood Mobile 12-6 
 
 
 
 
Tonya Morse 

12 
Bible Study 9:30 
 
 
 
Mark & Anna Miller 
Wyatt Miller 
Gary Frear 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike & Elizabeth 
Price 
Becky Allan  

14 15 

16 
WR Worship 9:00 
Shelton 10:30 
 
 
 
Camrie Franssen 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
Ray & Mary Ann 
Apfel  

18 
 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Delly  

19 
Bible Study 9:30 

20 
 
Sewing 9:30 
 
 
 
Georgene Smidt  

21 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
Sawyer Thompson  

23 
WR Worship 9:00 
Shelton 10:30 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brooke Thompson  

25 
 
 
 
Lynn Redding  
Ted & Sonya 
Schultz 
Addison Arndt 

26 
Bible Study 9:30 
 
 
 
 
 
Kyle Arndt  

27 
UWF 1:30 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
Greg Cramer 
Korbyn Urwiller 

29 

30 
WR Worship 9:00 
Shelton 10:30 
 
 
 
Kelly Allan 
Evonne Kubert 

31 
 
 
 
 
Galen & Lorna 
Wescoatt 
Michael Price 

     



 

Pastor’s Note 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 
As we welcome the month of August, I am excited to invite you to a sermon 
series, “Lessons in Leadership”, beginning August 9 and continuing through 

August 30. 
 
Our first message takes us to Exodus 1:8–
2:10, where we meet two women who 
made a difference: Shiphrah and Puah 
were Hebrew midwives living in Egypt 
during a very dark time. Pharaoh had 
ordered that every Hebrew baby boy be 
killed, but these women chose to fear God 
rather than obey an unjust command. 
Their quiet courage protected innocent 
lives and became part of God's greater 
story of salvation. 
 
What stands out to me is that they did not 
see themselves as powerless. They 
recognized that God had entrusted them 
with influence, and they used it faithfully. 
They remind us that leadership is not 
reserved for pastors, teachers, business 
owners, or those with impressive titles. 
Leadership begins wherever God has 
placed us. Every day, through our words 

and our choices, we have opportunities to encourage and bless others. 
 
As we learn from women and men throughout Scripture over the 4 weeks, I pray 
we will be challenged to lead with courage, “serve joyfully” and trust God in 
every circumstance. 
 
I hope you will join us each week, invite a friend, and come ready to hear what 
God has to teach us. My prayer is that every one of us will leave this series 
encouraged to use the gifts, opportunities, and influence God has already given 
us to make a difference for His kingdom. May the Lord bless you and your family 
throughout this month, and I look forward to worshiping with you. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Rachel 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 
under CC BY-SA-NC 

https://michaelmilton.org/2016/02/28/call-the-midwife-pain-providence-and-promise-in-exodus-1-and-21-10/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


 

Are you interested in knowing more about the different committees 
in our church? Here is an overview of what we have, there’s five 
Administrative Committees in addition to the pragmatic 
committees.  
 
5 Administrative Committees: 

 

Church 

Council 

SPPRC Trustees Finance Nominations 

and 

Leadership 

Development 

 
Manages 

Administration 

of the church 

 
Serves as 

liaison 

between 

congregation 

and pastor/ 

and Staff 

 
Provides 

oversight of all 

property and 

physical assets 

of a local 

church/charge. 

 
Oversee other 

financial 

assets: 

tithing, 

fundraising, 

commercial 

activities 

 
Identify and 

nominate 

leaders for key 

positions in 

the local 

church. It can 

also 

recommend 

the creation of 

new 

leadership 

positions as 

needed. 
 

 

 

Pragmatic committees: Worship committee: Paraments, music ministry, 

communion Stewart; Outreach + Hospitality care, Memorial, Youth, Children; 

Ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want to know more details on each committee, there is a PDF 
document attached to the newsletter email, or we can send it again 
separately. Don’t hesitate to ask more questions! It takes all of us to 
make the church run smoothly!  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 United Women in Faith 

Mission u was held in Kearney this year on July 17 and 18. Mary Bilslend and Renae Graham 
attended. The leader of the two-day study was Bonnie McCord, a former pastor of our church. 
The study this year was ‘A Deep Knowing: Experiencing Emmanuel Through Every Part of 
Our Lives’. This is the study that our UWF Unit will present next summer for our local mission 
study. Many ladies from our unit helped with VBS in July. 

UWF Calendar for August 2026:    

• Aug 3 Ruth Group 1:30 

• Aug 6 Rachel Group 1:30 

• Aug 20 Sewing Group 9:30 

• Aug 27 UWF Unit Meeting 1:30 

•     

 

 

As a new school year begins, we want to 
surround our community with prayer!  
 
On Sunday, August 16th, we invite students of all 
ages, teachers, school staff, and bus drivers to 
join us for a special blessing.  
 
Together, we will pray for protection, strength, 
and encouragement in the months ahead. 
Students are highly encouraged to bring their 
backpacks or school bags to the service. Let’s 
start the year rooted in faith and community 
encouragement! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Giving report 

 

July: $6,670 (including online giving) 

June: $8,090 
May: $7,439 
 
Average weekly attendance: 35 
 
Mission shares paid YTD: $3,825 
 
July Expenses: $10,278 
 
\ 

For online giving, scan code 
with smartphone. You will 
need to create an account and 
be approved if it’s your first 
time using it. 

 

On behalf of our VBS leadership team, we want to 
extend a heartfelt thank you to our amazing 
congregation! This wonderful, successful week 
would not have been possible without the prayers, 
donations, and hands-on support of our church 
family. We also want to thank the parents for 
trusting us with your children again this year. It was 
a joy to watch them grow in faith, and we are 
already looking forward to next summer! 
More pictures to come!  

Be on the lookout for scam emails. The church has been receiving several recently, some are even 
portraying Pastor Rachel. Rachel will only reach out to you from her Great Plains email address. If you 
receive something questionable, please reach out to the office and we can help you to verify it!  
 
The church uses two emails:  
Office@woodriverumc.org (primary) 
Woodriverumc@gmail.com (announcements, group messages & backup email) 
rnkonge@greatplainsumc.org -Pastor Rachel’s primary email for church communications  

Pastor Rachel’s office hours: Wed & Thurs 8:30-12 
Kayla’s office hours: Tues & Thurs 8:30-11:30 

mailto:Office@woodriverumc.org
mailto:Woodriverumc@gmail.com
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