
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith  
news 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ~~WOOD RIVER FIRST UMC~~ JULY 2026 

You’re Invited!  

If you have a birthday or anniversary 

in the month of July, come receive a 

special blessing from Pastor Rachel 

and the congregation on July 12 at 

9:00! We want to celebrate you! 

 

 

Church Events 

• July 2 Rachel Circle 
1:30 
 

• July 5 Independence 
Day Celebration – 
service at 10:30-
luncheon to follow with 
Shelton  
 

• July 6 Ruth Circle 1:30 
 

• July 13-16 VBS 5:30-
8:30 
 

• July 16 Sewing 
 

• July 23 UWF 1:30 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VBS 2026 
July 13-16 ~ 5:30-8:30 

A jungle adventure of faith, fun and friendship! 
All children PreK-5th grade are welcome!!! 

Register at woodriverumc.org   

   
 
 

1105 Main St., Wood River, NE Mel Frear: 308-379-3182 
Pastor Rachel: 402-239-0463 
Church office: 308-583-2716 



 

July 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
Bible Study 
9:30 
 
 
 
 
 
Julie Schelpeper 

2 
Rachel Circle 
1:30 
 
 
 
 
 
Bob & Jane 
Allan 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
Doug & Phyllis 
Barker 

4 
 
Independence 
Day!  

5 
Worship 10:30 
– luncheon to 
follow w/ 
Shelton UMC 
 
 
Krystal Babel 

6 
Ruth Circle 
1:30 
 
 
 
 
 
Kyle Schultz 

7 
 

8 
Bible Study 
9:30 

9 10 11 

12 
Worship 9:00; 
Shelton 10:30 

13 
 
VBS 5:30-
8:30 

14 
 

VBS 5:30-
8:30 
 
 
 
Kortni Schaub 
Barry McCoun 

15 
 
VBS 5:30-
8:30 

16 
Sewing 9:30 

 
VBS 5:30-
8:30 

17 18 

19 
Worship 9:00; 
Shelton 10:30 

20 21 22 
Bible Study 
9:30 
 
 
Justin & Brenda 
Paulk 
Megan Derner 
Paul Barker 

23 
UWF 1:30 
 
 
 
 
Bethany 
McCurdy 

24 
 
 
 
 
Nora Hypes 
Linda 
Thompson 

25 

26 
Worship 9:00; 
Shelton 10:30 

27 28 
 
 
Bruce & Cindy 
Howe 
Paul & Rhonda 
Barker 
Jenna Rauert 

29 
Bible Study 
9:30 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Reeder 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bob Almquist 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rhonda Sidders 

 

 
 



 

 

July Events: 

• July 2 Rachel Group - 1:30 p.m. 
• July 6 Ruth Group - 1:30 p.m.  
• July 16 Sewing Group - 9:30 a.m. 
• July 17-18 Conference Mission U in Kearney 
• July 23 UWF Unit Meeting - 1:30 p.m. 

On June 20, United Women in Faith presented a Mission Study titled 'Practicing Hope' with 
21 women in attendance. The study was led by Renae Graham. We used 'Conversation 
Dice' to help us get to know one other better. We painted rocks, made watercolor paintings, 
and enjoyed music. We focused on the meanings of hope.  

At lunchtime, we had a 'Lovefeast', which is a celebration of hope that was used back in the 
1700's with a grace written by Charles Wesley. A lovefeast was a way to share hope.    

Our meal was prepared by Mary Bilslend and Barb Meguire. Thank you Ladies! We worked 
with 'breath prayers' and 'Mindfulness' as ways to address stress and worry in our lives. Our 
handouts were filled with quotes about hope and scriptures for the ladies to study 
later.  Pastor Rachel served communion.  Thank you to everyone who was able to attend! 

-Renae Graham, President 

 



 

 
 

Giving Report  

June: $8,090 (includes online giving) 
May $7,439 
April $5,726 
 

 

Average weekly attendance: 28 
 
June monthly expenses: $10,021 
 
 

For online giving, scan code. 
You will need to create an 
account and be approved if it’s 
your first time using.  

The Parsonage has been sold!!  
 
We had a couple of people who expressed an interest in buying the parsonage. 
We had the property appraised to determine the current value. Then the Ad 
Council and Trustees met to determine the way forward. It was decided to 
contact a local realtor, Penny Volf, to handle the sale. Because we already had 
potential buyers and an appraisal, Penny greatly reduced her commission. 
Through negotiations, the sale closed on June 15. The new owners are Christian 
& Bridget Thompson.  
 
A huge thank you to all who helped make this happen! 

Announcements 


